BOOK I. CHAP. IV.	if"
their playthings; I alone kept gliding to and fro; it seemed to
me impossible that two bare door-posts could be all that now
remained, where the night before so much enchantment had dis-
played itself. Alas ! the man that seeks a lost love can hardly
be unhappier than I then thought myself."
A rapturous look, which he cast on Mariana, convinced her
that he was not much afraid of ever having a misfortune such as
this to strive with.
chapter IV.
'* my sole wish now,'* continued Wilhelm, " was to witness a
second exhibition of the piece. For this purpose I had recourse,
by constant entreaties, to my mother; and she attempted in a
favourable hour to persuade my father. Her labour, however, was
in vain. My father's principle was, that none but enjoyments
of rare occurrence were adequately prized; that neither young nor
old could set a proper value on pleasures which they tasted every
day.
"We might have waited long, perhaps till Christmas re-
turned, had not the contriver and secret director of the spectacle
himself felt a pleasure*in repeating the display of it; partly in-
cited, I suppose, by the wish to produce a brand-new Harlequin
expressly prepared for the afterpiece.
" A young officer of the artillery, a person of great gifts in all
sorts of mechanical contrivance, had served my father in many
essential particulars during the building of the house; for which,
having been handsomely rewarded, he felt desirous of expressing
his thankfulness to the family of his patron, and so made us young
ones a present .of this complete theatre, which, in hours of leisure,
he had already; carved and painted and strung together. It was
this young man, who, with the help of a servant, had himself man-
aged the puppets, disguising his voice to pronounce their various
speeches. He had no great difficulty in persuading my lather, who
granted, out of complaisance to a friend, what he had denied from
conviction to his children. In short, our theatre was again set
up, some little ones of the neighbourhood were invited, and the
piece was again represented.
" If I had formerly experienced the delights of surprise and
astonishment, I enjoyed on this second occasion the pleasure of
examining and scrutinising. Sow all this happened was my pro-

